254                THE PUPILS OF CANNING

The people of Paris rose in arms ; the National
Guard showed signs of defection ; Guizot resigned;
the King fled, and a Republic was proclaimed.

France has been credited with the whole Euro-
pean Revolution of 1848, and no doubt her example
greatly stimulated the movement; but in fact it
had begun more than a month before, at Palermo,
and had spread over the whole of Italy while Paris
still lay quiescent. Pius IX., elected Pope in
June, 1846, had given the first signal for reform,
his accession exactly coinciding with the return of
the English Liberals to office. Opposed by Austria,
he expresses a wish to the English Government
" to have the assistance of some person of rank and
experience who might aid him by advice, and at
the same time afford him the moral support of
England/'1 A Whig nobleman, Lord Minto, is
sent out for the purpose, with directions to visit
Turin and Florence on the way, with a view to
strengthening " the authority of the constitutional
Governments in Italy."2 Palmerston's instruc-
tions to this travelling agent express a strong
disapproval of Austria's threatened interference
with the new reforming movement. At the
same time Palmerston was holding back
France and Austria from forcibly interfering to
help the Catholic and Jesuit-ruled cantons of
Switzerland against the Federal Government.
That his help, there or elsewhere, would have
gone beyond words is unlikely, and he always
counselled moderation to the revolutionary leaders

1 Evelyn Ashley, Life of Lord Palmerston, vol. i., p. 33.
2 Ibid, p. 34-